THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


Vor. HI.} Saturday; May kT; 1817. [No. 8. 





CONVERSION of Dr. STOCK, of Barsrot. 

We have lately received a kéfter ffom England, informing us that 
Dr. J. E. Srocx, a physician formérly well known in America, 
where he resided seven years, had, im November last, sent in: his 
resignation asa manager in the Unitarian connexion; and his renun- 
ciation of their tenets ; having become a convert from a full con- 
viction that those tenets are not conformable to the oracles af God, 
after having sturdily combated every argument on the subject, and 
after having critically studied the sacred writings in the original 
languages, for the purpose of better’ ascertaining the meaning of 
those passages which have a special, bearing on the subject. 

It appears that the Rev. Mr. Vernon,* a worthy Baptist. minis- 
tér settled inthe vicinity of Bristol, was providentially the chief 
instrument in exciting the attention of Dr. S! to a: particular in- 
quiry into the nature of his belief, and in leading him to an earnest 
and prayerful searching of the sctipturés of truth, which finally 
resulted in his abandonment: of his former eretipas and in: his 
embracing the Trinitarian faiths ' 

The case of Dr. S. is, in our h. seme a’ very intéresfing one. 
it has been the subject of mach conversation in England, and has 
awakened: considerable interest also in this country. Shortly after 
le had made’ up his mind to leave the Unitarian communion, he’ 
wrote a letter of the subjedf t hi¥ friend, the Rev. John Rowe, 
a minister in that connexion, This letter was not intended nor 
expected by the writer to have a- circulation beyond a very li- 
mited circle. As its scopé had been much misunderstood, or mis- 
represented, atid sonie detached passages had found their way in 
various directions, (without, howéver, attaching any blame to his 
friend, in whose possession it was,) Dr. S. at the solicitation of 
some pious'and valuable friends, ahd with a view to do justice to 
himself and to the traths which he had embraced, ordered a few’ 


* Mr. Vernon‘was about the shrae time the miéan’ of teading two’ daughterd 
of a Socinian minister in that neigthbéurhood' to an inquiry into the founds: 
tion of their creed, which ended in their absndonment’ of it, ds‘ contradicting 
the word of God, and in embracing, it is'Hoped, the truth’ as‘it isin Jesus. 

A more recent commanication informs us of the happy death’ of Mr, Vernon. 
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copies of his letter to be printed for the use of those'friends. One 
of them has recently been transmitted to the Editor of the Christian 
Herald for publication. He cheerfully complies with the desire of 
his worthy correspondent, in the hope that it may tend to the edi- 
fication of those who build all their hopes of eternal life upon the 
atonement and perfect work:of an Almighty Saviour, ‘* God mani- 
fested in the flesh. ;”” and may be useful, by the Divine blessing, in 
inducing others to use the means pursued by the writer of it, in 
order to come to a knowledge of the truth, as revealed in ‘the 
holy scriptures, which are able to make wise unto salvation, THROUGH 
FAITH woicu ts1n Curist Jesus.”’ 


The following is the letter above alluded to. 
Clifton, (England) Wednesday, 6th November, 1816. 


MY DEAR SIR, 

1 scareely know in what terms to begin this letter, or how to 
communicate to you the object of it... Yet | am anxious to be the 
first to convey to you the intelligence ; because | am unwilling 
that it should reach you, unattended by those expressions of per- 
sonal regard and respect by which | could wish that it should be 
accompanied. It willsurprise you to be told, that it is become 
with me’a matter-of absolute duty to withdraw myself hence- 
forth from the Lewin.s\Mead Society. 

Yes! my dear Sir, such is the fact. In the month of July last, 
my professional attendance was required for the Rev. John Ver- 
non, the Baptist minister of Downend, who was then on a visit to 
a friend in Bristol. I found him very ill: so much so, that his 
other medical attendant and myself have since judged it necessary 
that he should suspend all his public labours. After attending him 
here for two or three days, he removed to Downend, where I 
have since continued to see him about once a week. He felt it a 
duty tu endeavour to lead me to re-consider my religious opinions ; 
and at length, with much delicacy and timidity, led to the subject. 
I felt fully confident of their truth, and did not on my part shun 
the investigation, For some weeks his efforts didnot produce the 
smallest effect ; and it required all the affectionate patience of his 
character to induce me to look upon the arguments on his side, as 
even worth examining. This spirit of levity, however, was at 
length subdued, and restrained by the affectionate earnestness of 
his manner. Now and then he produced a passage of scripture, 
which puzzled me exceedingly ; but, as | was always distrustful, 
{ scarcely ever allowed any weight to it, till after I had coolly ex- 
amined it at home. I began, however, sometimes, to consider, 
whether it was not possible that his observations might contain 
some truth ; and of course was led to examine them with more 
care and impartiality. 

It is necessary here to state, that my letter to Dr. Carpenter, 
though drawn up some little time before, was dispatched about 
this period. advert to this circumstance, because it marks a cu- 
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tious, though, I fear, not an uncommon feature in the human mind. 
I must however make the avowal, that it was precisely about the 
interval that occurred between the preparation and the dispatch 
of the letter alluded to, and of that to youand the second to Dr. 
Estlin, that the doubts above stated, now and then, at rare inter- 
vals, would force themselves upon my mind. Such however 
was my hostility to the sentiments to which these doubts pointed, 
that I resisted every suspicion of this kind. I treated it as a mere 
delusion of the imagination : J felt ashamed even to have yielded 
to such suggestions for a moment; and when. Mr. Bright pointed 
out to me a strong passage in the address to Dr. Carpenter, as if 
he thought that it might be softened a little, I persisted in retain- 
ing it. In fact, I seemed to seek, in the strength of the terms 
that ] made use of, to deepen my’ own convictions. of my previous 
opinions. * 

The letters were sent, and the respective answers received. 
Still my weekly visits to Mr. Vernon were continued : I still in- 
vestigated the subject with constantly increasing earnestness; yet 
I was unaltered ; and even when Mr. Bright read the history of the 
proceedings to the congregation, I felt no regret at my share in 
them, but, on the contrary, rejoiced in anticipating the future 
triumphs of Unitarianism. 

Here, however, my triumph ceased. Almost immediately af- 
_ terwards,: my doubts returned with tenfold force.. 1 read: 1 was 
perplexed. | Oiten, very often, I wished that 1,had not begun the 
inquiry. «1 prayed for illumination; but [ found my mind daily 
becomiug.more and more’ unsettled. 1 have now, lying before 
pe a sheet of paper on whieh: L wrote down some of the thoughts 
of this period, while under their more immediate pressure, as if to 
relieve my mind by thus divulging. tbem ; for they were disclosed 
to no human ear. I copy from,them this passage :—‘‘ If the at- 
tainment of truth be not the result, I am sure that the state of 
mind in. which I have been forsome time past is not to be envied.” 

[ think that it was about this time that you returned home. 
When | advanced to shake hands with you, after the close of the 
service, you ay remember that you observed to me, ‘Why, 
Doctor, you look pale.” Pale I was, I have no. doubt; for my 
inind was full of thoughts that chafed each other like.a troubled 
sea; and your return, and the vivid recollection of the letters 
which it excited, had not tended to calm the agitation. In addi- 
tion to this, I had been in the habit of pursuing the inquiry, night 
after night, to a very late hour. 

* To elucidate this paragraph, it may, perhaps, be proper tostate, that Dr. 
Fstlin, the senior minister cf Lewin’s Mead, having announced his. iutention 
to resign that office, the congregation met, and voted an address of thanks 
to him for his services. Some time afierwards, they met for the purpose of 
electing a successor. Their choice fell upon Dr. Carpenter of Exeter, and an 
invitation was accordingly sent him, which was accepted, and his accep- 
tance was officially announced in another address to each of their ministers. 
‘lhe writer of the above letter was requested to be the organ of expressing 


the sentiments of the Society upon these several occasions; a requcst with 
which he cheerfully complied, 
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Such continued to be the state of my mind during the latter end 
of September and the whole of October. Towards the end of 
this latter month, the evidence for the doctrines which I had hith- 
erto so strenaously opposed, seemed. progressively. to increase. 
But it was not till this very week that conviction came; and that 
my mind, umbesitatingly and thankfully, accepted the doctrines of 
the Supreme Divinity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, of 
Atonement, or Reconciliation by his precious blood, and of the 
Divinity and Personality of the Holy Spirit. 

I do not, my dear Sir, say it by way of commending my ear- 
festness in the mqtiry, but I say it in justice to the opinions that 
I have embraced, that, since this investigation began, I have re- 
net goné through the New Testament as far as the Epistle to 

ié¢ Hebrews ; (the Gospel of John I have read through twice ;) 
that not only every text which has been differently interpreted, 
occuring in this large portion of thé New Testament; but also all 
those referred to in the controversial volunies mentioned below, 
vere carefully compared with the Original, with the Improved 
Version, with Mr. Belsham’s explanation in bis Calm Inquiry, 
ahd frequently with Dr. Carpenter’s Unitarianism the Doétrine of 
thé Gospel ; and that the references to the Psalms and. the Pro- 
phetical Scriptures, which occurred in‘ the New Testament, or 
the other writings alluded to, were also exdnrined in Dr: Priestléy’s 
Notes on the Scripttres. For | am not possessed of, not have I 
séén, one otthodox‘Commentary on the Scriptures, (with, I think, 
one exception, in which Dr. Campbell’s Annotations bn Matthew 
axii. 41. ef seg. wefte shewn mé.) The Controversial Books, 
on that sidé, which I have dsed in this inquiry, are Mr. Wardlaw’s 
two books,* Simpson's Plea for the Divinity of Jesus, (of which 
at this very moment not éven a third paft is cut open,) Dr. Law- 
rence’s Critical Reflections, &e. on the Unitarian Version, (on 
which I will pause to observé, that they first settled my mind as to 
the authenticity of thé tittoduetoty chapters of St. Matthew 
and St. Luke,) a Sermon of the Atonément by Mr. Hull, Six Let- 
ters by Dt. Pye Smith to Mr. Belsham, and Notes taken down 
from two Setmons preached by Mr. (I believe.now Dr.) Chalmers, 
of Glasgow, upon the following Texts—Psalm Ixxxv. 10. and Ro- 
mans villi. 7. Yet these few hélps to the better understanding of 
the Holy Scriptures, though counteracted by the volumes above 
cited, by long association, by frequent references to other Unita- 
rian voluthes in my coHection, and by the vdrious arguments ou 
that side which memory was constantly suggesting, have ultimate- 
ly led me to the conclusions above stated. But I should grossly 
belie my own heart, and should think myself guilty of odious in- 
gratitude to the Father of Lights, from whom cometh down every 
good and periect gift, if I did not avow my conviction, that, to 
these means, the teaching of his Holy Spirit has been superadded ; 
for I ean, in his presence, affirm, that during the latter part of the 


® Piscourses on the Principal Points of Socinian Controversy, and Unita- 
rianism incapable of Vindication. 
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inquiry more particularly, the Scriptures of truth were neyer 
opened by me without profound and feryent prayer for illumina- 
tion ; and almost always with reference to our Lord’s promise in 
St. Luke, Chap xj. ver. 13. ludeed, my dear Sir and friend, 1 
was inearnest. A change so awiul, so unexpected, I may add so 
improbable, which, four months ago only, | should mysel! have 
said was impossible, has deeply and solemnly impressed my mind. 

That I must encounter much ridicule in consequence of this 
change, I fully expect. I am sure thatJ well deserye ‘it ; for no 
person would haye burst out more loudly against such an alteration 
in the views of another, than u syaelt. Nor ought [ to omit to add, 
that my excellent friend, Mr. Vernon, while I was communicating 
to him the conviction that I had received, and my expectation of 
being ridiculed for such a change, observed to me, that I certainly 
must expect it, but he hoped that I was prepared to forgive it. 1 
trust that J shall be enabled to da so. | 

Upon reviewing this last sentence, my dear Sir, I feel myself 
bound to say, that, in stating this, I hope not to be understood as 
anticipating any thing of the sort from you, or from your yenerable 
Colleague. No! however you may pity my delusion, I feel as- 
sured that you will do justice to my motives, 

My dear Sir, I have extended this Jetter to a much greater length 
than I had any expectation of doing when I began it. I began it with 
alluding to my regard and my respect for you. Will it be deem- 
ed inconsistent with either, if I venture to conclude it with a most 
affectionate wish and prayer—that you and yours, and all who are 
near and dear to you, may receive every earthly blessing, and 
may he brought to the knowledge of the truth? I feel it to he my 
duty to conclude thus, and I shall stand excused. And, Oh! how 
much is that wish enkindled, when I recollect the seriousness and 
solemnity of your manner in prayer, and your impressiveness in 
preaching. How dol wish that endowments of such yalue were 
consecrated to those views which I have received. But I feel my- 
self getting upon tender ground. It is difficult to word such a wish 
without appearing arrogant, or impertinent, or presumptuous ; and 
yet nothing is further from my heart than either of these feelings, 
Believe me to be, with sincere regard, — 

Rev. John Rowe. Yours, my dear Sir, 
J. E, STOCK. 

P.S. I know not whether it may not he upnecegsarily minute 
to add, that during this inguiry, I have looked into Doddridge’s 
Rise and Progress, and have read through Scot's Toke of Truth, 
and the letters connected with it in Newton's Cardiphonia, and, 
Newton’s Narrative of his own life ; but it is my wish to emit no- 
thing. J ought also to state, that once, and put once, I have en- 
tered another place of worship (Castle Green,) when Mr, Thorpe 
repeated a Thursday Evening lecture on the Trinity, ;, put this pro- 
duced no conviction at the time, although the. recollection of it has, 
perhaps, been useful to me since. y odt 
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CORRESPONDENCE OF THE BRITIS!IT AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


From Prince Alexander Galitzin, President of the Russian Bible 
Society, to Lord Teignmouth, President of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society. St. Petersburg; October 18, 1816. 

My Lorp, 

Tne constant and sincere participation which unites the British 
and Foreign and Russian Bible Societies, causes me to feel a most 
particular pleasure in fulfilling the request of the Members of our 
Committee, by communicating to your Lordship some circum- 
stances regarding the cause of the Bible Society in Russia. 

lesteem it therefore my first duty to notice the new grant of 

2000/. made by your Society, for the purpose of providing stereo- 
type plates for the Lettish and Esthonian Bibles ; as also the fount 
of Turkish types for the use of the Scottish Missionaries in As- 
trachan, in order to enable them to print, on our account, an 
edition of the New Testament in the Tartar language. Our Com- 
mittee feel, in all its extent, the high worth of that Christian 
charity which actuates the Members of the London Committee, 
inducing them to furnish with the words of eternal life the inha- 
bitants of regions soremote, and to them entirely strange ; but 
upon whom, regarding them as their brethren, they wish to shower 
cown the same blessings which they endeavour in the most abun- 
dant measure to impart to their own countrymen. ‘This holy im- 
pulse is evidently the fruit produced by the power of the same 
word which the Bible Society seeks to propagate every where. 
‘The Committee of the Russian Bible Society accept of this new 
aid from an Institution animated by the same spirit with our own, 
with feelings of the most lively gratitude, and feel themselves 
inflamed thereby to repay your generosity by their labours in the 
same work, forthe benefit of our fellow-men who stand in need 
of that volume which centains the words of salvation to mankind. 
iy such mutual co-operation, when each, according to his ability 
aud opportunities, promotes the common cause, when one offers the 
means, and the other, from his peculiar situation, has it in his 
power toemploy them, the object of the Bible Society is attained 
in the most advantageous manner. May we not jn this instance 
apply the words of the Apostle Paul: ** Now there are diversities 
of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of admi- 
nistrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of ope- 
rations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.”’ 

It is truly pleasing to observe, how rapidly a most earnest de- 
rire to read the words of eternal life spreads in our country. 
Copies of Bibles and Testaments in different languages are de- 
manded by thousands; and, notwithstanding our utmost exertions 
to prepare many different editions, the (Committee are unable to 
comply with the greatest part of these demands, not only in the 
Slavonian, but even in the German, Finnish, Esthonian, Lettish, 
and various other languages. On the one hand it pains the 
Members of the Committee, to be unable to provide, with this spi- 
ritual nourishment, every one who is hungering for the bread «1 
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life ; and therefore they hasten, as much as possible, to multiply 
copies of that beok which contains it; but, on the other hand, 
they rejoice in seeing that their labours are not in vain in the 
Lord, and that, by assistance from on high, they are enabled to 
excite and to satisfy this hunger at the same time; and this spurs 
them on to still greater exertions. 'The expenses of the Society, 
in publishing different editions of the Holy Scriptures, increase 
exceedingly. Our monthly expenses, at present, far exceed the 
whole expenses of our first year. 

As the object of the Society becomes more extensively known, 
the number of our Branch Societies increases. To this, the journey 
ot Mr. Pinkerton has greatly contributed. 

The formation of the Bible Societies in the Southern Provinces, 
opens for us a door for providing not only our countrymen, but 
even the Greeks in Turkey, especially in the lesser Asia, 
(Anatolia,) with New Testaments. Already the most active 
mpeasures are taken for this purpose. An Address to them in the 
Modern Greek language has been printed here, and sent to these 
places ; in which our Grecian brethren are informed of the object 
and success of the Bible Society, and are invited to read the 
Holy Scriptures. Many copies of the New Testament have also 
been forwarded to them. Depots have been formed, and are 
forming, in different places in the South, particularly in Theo- 
dosia, for supplying their wants; and thousands of Greek ‘Testa- 
ments are destined for them. ‘The stereotype plates for the Mo- 
dern Greek, which our Committee have newly obtained from Lon- 
don, will aid us greatly in this work. The light of the Gospel, 
which, in former times, flowed from Greece into Russia, now be- 
gins to reflect its life-giving rays from our parts back again on 
those from which we originally received it. Glory be to God, 
the lover of the human race, who deigns not only to make sinful 
men partakers of his salvation, but even increases their felicity, 
by enabling them mutually to communicate to one another the 
neans of knowing and enjoying the same. 

Beside this, there are other prospects, which unexpectedly 
open on us, and which lead to the obtaining of the same object: 
{tis known, that in the Lesser Asia, and other places in the 
Turkish Empire, many Greeks and Armenians have gradually lost 
the knowledge of their vernacular tongues, and now understand 
only the Turkish, while in their writing they use only the Greek 
or Armenian characters. The Rev. Mr. Pinkerton, in bis journey 
in the South, has found some of the books of the Holy Scriptures, 
in manuscript, in the Turkish language, written with Greek 
characters. ‘These manuscripts, which have been sent hither, 
may enable us to commence something for these neglected people. 
Ife also encourages a hope, that it may be possible to obtain 
manuscripts of the Scriptures in the Turkish, written in the 
Armenian characters. In the mean time, an Armenian Archi- 
inandrite, named Seraphim, who has travelled much in the west 
of Asia, and who has acquired a knowledge of the Turkish 
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dialect spoken by his countrymen in those parts, has expressed hi: 
willingness, in conjunction with another Armenian residing in St. 
Petersburg, to render the New Testament into this dialect, with 
Armenian characters. ‘They havevalready begun their work. 
“Divine Providence seems likew’ . ‘> be opening the way for 
completing the translation of the » .ole Bible in the Tartar dialect. 
Mr. Pinkerton has discovered, near Baktchisaray, in the Crimea, 
by the Karaim Jews, a ‘manuscript containing the whole Old Tes- 
tament, in.a kind of Tartar idiom, written with Hebrew charac- 
ters. This precious manuscript being arrived here, a volume of 
it-was sent to the Scotch Missionaries in Astrachan, who, after 
having examined it, informed us, that, although the dialect ip which 
it is written, is far from being the same which is speken by our 
Nogay, Kasan, and Crimea Tartars, it will, notwithstanding, be of 
eat use to them in the translation they have undertaken of the 
Old ‘‘estament in the same Tartar dialect in which the New Tes- 
tament already exists. Copies of the Persian New Testament 
are received by the Persians with the greatest eagerness, many 
buadreds of which have already been conveyed into Persia. The 
edition of the Gospel by Matthew in the Calmuck language, ts 
_ nearly exhausted. ‘The Buriats, or the Bratski, who live in Sibe- 
ria, whose language is the same as the Calmuck or the Mongolian, 
with some difference in their written characters, expect and desire 
to have an edition “‘ of the books of the true word of God,” as 
they express themselves, printed for them, and have collected for 
this purpose among themselves, about 12,000 rubles. Copies are 
also required by our Asiatic neighbours in the Arabic language. 
What an extensive field presents itself for the exertions of the Rus- 
sian Bible Society, only in regard to these different people! But 
bow shal] I describe to your Lordship the pressing want of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures among the inhabitants of this empire, who are pro- 
perly of Russian origin, and who speak the Russian language ? 
Phe present demands extend to tens of thousands. The Moscow 
Committee inform us, that they could distribute alone 100,0U0 
Russian Bibles, if they had them. Entire governments, whole 
dioceses, and circles of Bible Societies, raise their voices to our 
Committee, and intreat us to satisfy the spiritual hunger of mif- 
lions of our countrymen: a hunger, which the distribution of the 
lively oracles of the living God has excited. The Russian clergy 
every where show the most ypbounded zeal in promoting the cause 
of the Society. The peasants, by their free-will offerings pro- 
portioned to their means, manilest also their readiness to support 
the cause. The German colonists in Russia, as well Protestants 
as Catholics, desire also to be put in possession of the pearl of 
gteat price. In one word, it is impossible not to see that the 
work of the Bible Sogiety is supported from on High, and that it 
is not the work of man, but of Him, who himself ‘foretold to his 


disciples, that “* the Gyspel of the kingdom should be preached in 
ali the world, for a witness ynto all vations.’ ‘Thanks be to Him 
for fulfilling, in‘such a glorious manner, in our days, what He has 
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thus foretold! What a comfort to be instruments, however weak, 
in accomplishing such great events, connected with the em 
of the human race! ‘The Members of the Russian Bible Society, 
treading in the steps of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
reckon it their greatest honour and happiness to labour for the spi- 
ritual good of their neighbours ; and, far from being disheartened 
by all the difficulties arising from increased engagements and ac- 
cumulated expenses, feel more amd more encouraged, in as much as 
the increase of labour and expense proves the reality of their suc- 
cess. 

The communications from the British and Forejgn Bible So- 
ciety are peculiarly encouraging to us. Indeed, such mutual 
communications, concerning our undertakings and success, proving 
that the same spirit enlivens both Societies, that similar iinpulses 
are leading us to the same useful end, must animate us on both 
sides to further labour, that so the name ot our Saviour, who gave 
us his word, and appointed us to distribute it among our brethren 
of all different languages and dialects, may be glorified. 

While the Russian Bible Society exists, it will never cease to 
communicate with a Society from which it received its first im- 
pulse ; and we hope also that you will continue to favour us with 
your communications, which are always so animating, and which 
tend so much to promote the common cause. As for me, it is very 
flattering to be the interpreter of the feelings of our Committee, 
and to have an opportunity to express the esteem with which ! 
have the henour to be, 

Your Lordship’s 
Most obedient and devoted servant, 
Prince ALEXANDER GALITZIN, 
President of the Russian Bible Society. 
—en 
Extract of a Letter from the Rev. E. Henderson. 
Petersburgh, Dec. 2u, 1816. 

Wirn you and our other friends, | had formed a very favour- 
able idea of the Russian Bible Society ; but I have now had an 
opportunity of observing the spirit in which the business is con- 
ducted ; and I am fiappy in being able to assure you, that it will 
be difficult to find a Committee, the one in London perhaps except- 
ed, that entertains juster or more impressive views of the value of 
the dispensation committed to them. Some of the Jeading men 
give evidence that they have experienced the power of the truth; 
and in almost all of them, there is a strong disposition to hear any 
accounts that can be furnished respecting the spread of christianity 
inthe world. The President is a most worthy nobleman ; and it 
gives me great pleasure to be able to say, that every day almost 
furnishes us with fresh proofs of the religious disposition of our 
Imperial Patron, Alexander the First. He takes delight in reading 
Missionary Intelligence. I lately made some interesting extracts 
from Mr. A. Paterson’s Journal, which, together with Pomarre’s 
tast letter, and an account of things in the South Sea Isles, are now 
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preparing to be laid before him. We had yesterday a most inter- 
esting meeting of the General Committee at Prince Galitzin’s.— 
{t was very well attended. The archbishop, two Archimandrites, 
and the Roman Catholic Metropolitan, were present, all dressed in 
the vestments peculiar to their respective communities, and a great 
number of starred gentlemen, who all listened with the deepest 
attention to the details of facts presented, and the chain of proposi- 
tions submitted to their deliberation. No sooner was it intimated 
that letters from Messrs. Steinkopff and Owen were received, than a 
general, but pious curiosity was excited, and the Prince himself 
called for and read the first with passions and feelings which evi- 
dently proceeded from the heart. The business of the meeting, 
which lasted four hours, finished with a letter from the Catren Hill 
correspondent, which received repeated expressions of approbation 
irom all orders, but from the Prince especially. The Emperor has 
lately made the Society another donation of 15000 rubles to buy 
paper. ‘The work going on here is immense, as is also the demand 
tor Sclavonian Bibles. ‘The 5000 Bibles and 5000 New Testa- 
ments printed at Moscow are all gone, and another edition, con- 
sisting of the same number of copies, has been begun in ,that city. 
‘he Holy Synod have also put twenty Muscovian boys to print for 
the Society here: so liberal and generous is the very body which 
was generally regarded as a kind of second-hand inquisition. 5000 
Sclavonian New Testaments were lately stereotyped here ; but 
they are mostly all gone: only 1209 copies remain to satisfy the 
demands of several thousands, The stereotype edition of 5000 
Sclavonian Bibles printed here is just finished ; but 15000 copies 
«re demanded with the most urgent importunity. Another edition 
in 4to israpidly advancing. The Armenian New ‘Testaments are 
nearly all off; but we are printing a new edition, along with that 
of the whole Bible ; and an edition of the Finnish will be out ina 
week or two. Mr. Alexander Paterson of Karass has lately finish- 
ed a very interesting journey in the Crimea. 

One anecdote | cannot but relate. Having crossed between the 
sea of Asoph and the Black Sea, he fell in with an old grey-headed 
inan, whose venerable appearance indicated that he was of some 
consequence in the place. This aged sage asked Mr. P. ii he 
were a believer in the last times. Mr. P. stated to him his senti- 
ments on this point, which so pleased the old sage, that he ca!ied 
to his wife, ** Bring him the best proof in the house ; he isa he- 
lever in the last times.’’ We are waiting impatiently for the New 
‘Yestament in modern Russian. This will be one of the most im- 
yortant works published by Bible Societies It is designed to 
supply the wants of thirty-four millions of immortal souls. You 
tiink much has already been achieved in Russia, but nothing is 
yet done in comparison with what is to be dune. About one bun- 
dred languages and dialects are spoken within this immense em- 
pire, 
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Tue Rosser’s Daventer. Founded on Fact. 
(Concluded from page 108.) 

One dark winter's evening, William Brown prepared to go 
eut on one of his plundering excursions, and called Betsey to pre- 
pare him some refreshment. She obeyed with cheerful alacrity, 
tor she was always attentive to treat her father with the greatest 
kindness,’and to make him as comfortable as possible ; though he 
was a wicked man, and often passionate and violent to his chil- 
dren, even when they committed no fault. Betsey had learnt in 
her Bible, that it was her duty to obey her father, and to be sub- 
ject ** not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward ; for 
this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure 
grief, suffering wrongfully.”’ The Robber took his refreshment, 
and prepared for his ‘‘ deeds of darkness ;”’ soon he hears the 
well-known whistle resounding through the forest, and, after tell- 
ing his daughter that he should not be at home till the morning, he 
hastily quits the hovel, to join his comrades in crime. Poor Bet- 
sey heaved a sigh as he lifted the latch of the door, and raised a 
silent prayer to God, that he would change her father’s heart. 
When her father was gone, she called her little brother to her, 
heard him repeat his lessons, and say his prayers, and then sent 
him to bed.—It was a cold dark and dreary evening, the wind 
whistled through the trees of the forest, and a violent storm arose, 
which frequently shook the frail. walls of the hovel. The storm 
was followed by the snow which descended in quick succession, 
and wrapped all nature in its white mantle. Our poor cottage 
girl gathered up a few sticks, and soon made a cheerful fire on the 
hearth ; she then went to a secret corner, and pulled out a little 
pocket Bible which Miss Field had given her as areward ; it was 
her greatest earthly treasure, her comfort, and delight. She turn- 
ed over the sacred pages, and read with lively interest and feeling, 
the wonders which revelation makes known to guilty men. Hap- 
pily, most parts of the Bible are so simple and easy to be under- 
stood, that even a peasant girl may comprehend it, and the young 
are therefore without excuse, if they neglect the word of God, and 
refuse to obey its obvious commands. Betsey thus spent her 
evening in reading the word of God, and in occasionally lifting up 
her prayers for divine grace and wisdom; ‘‘ Open thou mine eyes 
to behold wondrous things out of thy Jaw.’ How happily and 
usefully are those spare moments occupied, which are consecrated 
to the word of God and prayer, and happy are those youths who 
thus love to employ the early morning of their lives. 

Meantime, William Brown finding the weather tempestuous, and 
the snow descending so fast, resolved to return to his home, and to 
defer executing the plan of plunder which had been projected for 
that night.—As he returned through the forest near to his home, he 
was surprized, at so late an hour, to see a light from his cottage, 
sparkling through the trees. A guilty conscience makes man a 
coward ; he was fearful that some officer had been sent te search 
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his home or to apprehend him, and therefore he advauced slowly 
and cautiously towards his cottage. As he came nearer he could 
not hear any noise, nor could he perceive any footsteps in the 
snow ; he therefore quietly advanced to the rude paper-patched 
window of his hovel, and peeped through it. There he saw his 
daughter sitting overa few embers reading a book, while now and 
then the tears rolled down her cheeks, and she lifted her eyes to 
Heaven in the attitude of prayer. He stood a few moments gaz- 
ing with surprise on this unaccountable conduct of his daughter, 
and then suddenly burst open the door upon the astonished girl. 
With a volley of oaths and curses, he angrily asked what business 
she had to be sitting up at that time of night, and what she had to 
do with the foolish book she was reading. *‘ My dear father,” said 
Betsey, in a kind and gentle tone, ** I have been sitting up to read 
the Bible, the best of books, which tells both you and me of the 
good news of salvation, in which, father, we are all most deeply 
concerned.’”’ ‘ What have I todo with the Bible, foolish girl ?”’ 
‘t Father, we have all of us much to do with the Bible ; for it tells 
us that we are all sinners, and makes known a way of pardon even 
for the most guilty: it tells us that the blood of Christ cleanseth 
from aH sin.” ** Ah! girl, whatever it may say, | know that I am 
too great a sinner ever to be pardoned.”’ ‘‘ No, father, you are 
not, if the Bible be true, for it says, ‘* Come now and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord, though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow, though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.” “What you have been saying is not in the Bible.” 
‘* ¥es, father, come read for yourself, at Isaiah, the Ist chap- 
ter, and 17th verse.”’ This can’t be true of such an one as 1,” 
said he, looking with eagerness to see that the quotation was cor- 
rect, ‘‘ it can’t be true, for I have been too great a sinner to be 
pardoned.” “Father, it is true, and if you please I will read to 
you bow Jesus Christ, when on the cross, pardoned a guilty male- 
factor.’’ ‘* Can all this be true 2?” exclaimed the inquiring robber, 
*‘ and is there mercy for such a sinner as I have been all my life 
long ? it is too good news to be true.”’ ‘‘ It is true, father, and I 
will show you ever so many passages throughout the Bible full of 
mercy and pardon to penitent sinners.” Betsey then quoted seve- 
ral passages from many parts of the Bible, which she had often 
read over with earnest wishes that her father might be led to seek 
that mercy to which they invited. The robber, for almost the 
first time in his life, was pensive and sad; his hard heart began 
to break. ‘* And is there indeed” exclaimed he, ‘‘ mercy for such 
a sinful wretch as I have been? I will fly to the cross of Christ, 
and this shall be my constant prayer, God be merciful to me a 
sinner. Blessed be God for the glad tidings that there isa way of 
salvation. I have for many years been a miserable sinner ; | have 
found no solid happiness ; the very thought and hope that there is 
mercy with God, gives me greater joy than I ever felt before. 
Betsey, you are the first person that ever told me that such a 
wretch as I have been might hope for forgiveness.” Thus saying. 
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he clasped his daughter in his arms, and they both wept together. 
They then kneeled down, and with broken accents, and broken 
hearts, approached the throne of grace. Afterwards, they retired 
to their beds ; but William Brown’s penitential feelings, and Bet- 
sey’s grateful sensations, prevented them from enjoying undis- 
turbed repose’; the night was passed in mingled reflections and 
supplications. 

At the dawn of day Betsey and her father arose, and well pleas- 
ed was she to find that the conversation of the past night was the 
first object of her father’s solicitous inquiries in the morning. .This 
well imstructed girl became her father’s teacher in the great con- 
cerns of religion, and the divine blessicg accompanied her in- 
structions. Happily, William Brown’s feelings were not ‘ like 
the morning cloud, or the early dew that soon vanisheth away ;” 
he read the Bible for himself ; he continued to pray ; he attended 
the means. of grace, and became an altered character, ‘‘ a new 
ereature in Christ Jesus.” He obeyed the command, ‘ Let him 
that stole; steal no more; but rather let him labour, working with 
his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him 
that needeth.” Instead of continuing the pest and the terror of the 
neighbourhood, by the grace of God William Brown became a 
useful member of society, and a humble and devoted Christian. 
Betsey Brown had the happiness of beholding her father for seve- 
ral years adorning the doctrine of God his Saviour in all things ; 
and when called to attend his death-bed, she beheld him eh iy 
spirit into the hands of Jesus; saying with his dying lips, ‘‘ Lord 
remember me, and receive me into Paradise.” ' 

It is a most delightful fact, that this man, who had been a noto- 
rious robber, and perhaps a murderer, became a true penitent, and 
an altered character. ‘Thus God was pleased to own the humble 
prayers and endeavours of so weak an instrument as a poor Sunday 
school girl. All of us may do some good, however lowly our situ- 
ations, however contracted our means, however feeble our abili- 
ties; if we have but one talent, we must improve that to the ut- 
most extent, and We are responsible to God for the right use of that 
one talent, as much as if we were the most gifted of mortals. If 
you have parents who are thoughtless of God and of their immortal 
souls, learn from Betsey Brown’s example, to pray for then ear- 
nestly and constantly, and whenever you have an opportunity, en- 
deavour to communicate religious instruction to them. God may 
own even the efforts of a young child, and like Naaman’s “ little 
maid,” you may tell of the great prophet Jesus Christ, the Physi- 
cian of souls, who alone can cure the leprosy of sin which infects 
the whole human race. Let those who possess pious parents, or 
teachers, or friends, improve the great advantages which they en- 
joy, and bless God that they are not a robber’s children living in a 
hovel in a forest, and trained to wickedness from the earliest days 
of their youth. Let us all learn the infinite importance of loving 
and serving God in the days of our youth, then God will bless us, 
and make us a blessing, whatever our situations in life may be, and 
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whether we are cut off in the bloom of youth or spared to mature 
years. May we all esteem it our great object to tive and die in 
the favour of the Lord ; then “ whether living or dying we shall be 
the Lord's.” 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS aT RIcHMOND, (Virg.) 

It is with very great pleasure that we announce the formation, 
by an almost simultaneous movement, of three Sunday Schools in 
‘the city of Richmond. The Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyterians 
have engaged in this very commendable charity ; and we have 
reason to hope that many who were heretofore ‘permitted to roam 
about our streets and commons, associated with the vilest, and 
forming habits to fit them for the Penitentiary or the gallows, will 
be embued with the doctrines of religion, and the precepts of mo: 
rality ; while at the same time they will receive such intellectual 
improvement, as will qualify them to be useful citizens. And this 
js not the limit of our views. We trust that many will by this 
mode of instruction be made wise unto salvation ; and, purified by 
the grace of God, and the efficacy of divine truth, be qualified for 
the employments and joys of the just made perfect. 

We have mentioned different denominations as engaged in this 
charity—but we hope and believe that no party spirit will be suf- 
fered to insinuate itself here. In New-York, their institution, the 
most useful and extensive of the kind in this country, is called the 
Sunday School Union. It is a common work of love. The books 
used in teaching are particularly adapted to this state of things. 
Nothing is taught but the universally received doctrines of the re- 
formation ; and the young scholars are brought up with a feeling 
of love to all Christians. This is as it should be. It is hoped 
that there will be an Union of this sort in Richmond: and that the 
untaught, undisciplined poor, will hereafter bless the charity of the 
‘pious who afforded them heavenly instruction. [Chr. M onator. ) 

—34 oo — 
ANECDOTE OF "THE APOSTLE JOHN. 

Tt is recorded of the apostle John, that after the death of the 
emperor Domitian, who had banished him to Patmos, he returne:! 
from that solitary isle, and governed the Asiatic churches. There 
he remained tiil the time of Trajan. At the request of the bishops 
he sometimes went to the neighbouring churches, partly to ordain 
pastors, and partly to regulate the congregations. Atone place in 
his tour, observing a remarkably handsome young person, he warm- 
ly recommended him to the care of a particular pastor. ‘I he 
young man was baptized, and for a time lived as achristian. Fut 
being gradually corrupted by company, he became idle, intempe- 
rate, and at length so dishcnest as to become a captain of a band 
ef robbers. Some time atter, John had occasion to inquire of the 
pastor concerning the young man, who told him that he was now 
dead to God, and inhabited a mountain over against his church, 
Jolin, in the vehemence of his charity, went to the place, and ex- 
pased hinself to be taken by the robbers. ‘* Bring me,” says he, 
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‘Sto your captain,” who beheld him coming. As soon as he knew 
the apostle, he was struck with shame, and fled. ‘he aged apos- 
tle following him, cried, ‘*‘ My son why flyest thou from thy father 
unarmed and old? Fear not, as yet there remaineth hope of salva- 
tion. kelieve me, Christ hath sent me.” Hearing this, the young 
man stood still, trembled, and wept bitterly. John prayed, ex- 
horted, and brought him back to the society of christians, nor did 
he leave him till he found him fully restored by Divine grace. 
o_o 


DEAF AND DUMB CURED. 

The following very interesting article, is taken from the Chris- 
tian Observer, of September, 1816 —‘* Messrs. Wright and Son, 
surgeon-aurists of Bristol, have succeeded in restoring the faculty of 
hearing to several persons born totally deaf and dumb. ‘These per- 
sons having now acquired the possession of distinguishing sounds, 
are daily improving in the power of conversing.—These gentlemen 
intend to receive a limited number of persons of respectability 
labouring under these infirmities, into an establishment in the 
neighbourhood of that healthy situation, Clifton.” 

See ed 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The Treasurer of the American Bible Society lately acknow- 
ledged the receipt of the following sums of money, paid into the 
Treasury between the 3d April and 5th May instant, viz. 

From the Female Auxiliary Bible Society of Cincinnati, 


by Clarissa C. Davies, $ 150 
the Franklin Bible Society, Penn., by M. St. Clair 

Clarke, 10G 
the Female Benevolent Society of South Orange, 

N. J., by Dr. Romeyn, 10 
the Lynchburg Auxiliary Bible Society, Virg., by 

Dr. Romeyn, 250 


the Hampden Bible Society, Mass., by W. Shelden, 200 
the Auxiliary Bible Society of the District of Co- 


lumbia, by T. Vowell, 500 
the Female Auxiliary Bible Society of Boston, by 

Dr. Romeyn, 200 
the Bible Society of Greene County, N. Y., by 

Orrin Day, Esq. 250 
the Female Bible Society of Kingston, Ulster Coun- 

ty. N. Y¥., by Dr. Romeyan, 34 
the Female Auxiliary Bible Society of Detroit, 

Michigan Territory, by Rev. J. Monteith, 1i6 
Mr. John Pintard, (in aduition to $30 before paid,) 

to constitute him a director for life, 120 


Major General Clarkson, to constitute his three 
sons, David Clarkson, jun., Matthew Clarkson, 
jun., and William Bayard Clarkson, directors for 
life, $150 for each 420 
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From several ladies of the Presbyteriam Church im Cedar- 
street, N. Y.,; fo constitute ipets much respected 
pastor and friend, the Rev. Dr:JohnB.Romeyn, 
a director for life, $ 150 

From several Societies and individuals, to constitute 

the following pastors members for life : 
The Rev. Nathaniel W. Taylor, by the ladies of the 

first Congregational Society in New Haven, Connecticut, 30 
The Rev. Samuel Merwin, by the ladies of the Con- 


gregational United Society in New Haven, Connecticut, 30 
The Rev. Elijah Wheeler, by the Femialé Charitable | 
Society of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, 30 


_ The Rev. Bezaliel Pinnso, pastor of the first Church in 

Milford, by the Branch Bible Society of Milford,Conn. 30 
The Rey. Erastus Serantow, pastor of the Church in 

North Milford, by the same, | 30 
Rey. James Culbertson, by a number of ladies of the | 

United Congregations of Zanesville and Putnam, (Ohio,) 30 
Rev. Dr. Isaac Lewis, by several gentlemen and fa- 

dies of Greenwich, Connecticut, 36° 
Rev. Caleb J. Tenney, of Weathersfield, by a friend, 30 
From the following individuals, as mémbets for life : 
Rev. Samuel Worcester, of Salem, Mass.; Theodoré 

Sedgwick, Esq. of Albany ; Messrs Samuel Baldwin and 

Jonathan Little, of New-York ; Samuel Bayard, Esq., of 


Princeton, N. Y.—each 30 Dollars, 150 
From Mrs. Maria Banyar, of N. Y. 50 
Mr. Jonathan Seymour of N.Y. 15 
Mr. Zenos Baldwin, of South Orange, N. J. 5 
P. M*Cartee, Esq., and others, collected in fhe 
Fourth Ward, N. Y. 367 80 
Dr. Rodgers ahd Mr. G. P. Shipman, collected in 
Third Ward, 71 50 


Mr. N. Willis of Boston, for his son, Edward Pay- 
son Willis, as a subscriber of one Cent pér 
day from the 23d July, 1816, (the day of his 
birth.) until he is able fo pay it himself, if his 
life shall-be spared, 3 


<3 +o 
Further donations to the Biblical Library of the A. B. S. 


By Messrs .1. Paul and Daniel Hiti—The Numbers, as far as 
published, of the quarts edition of Dr. Adam Clarke’s Bible, with 
a commentary and critical notes. ' 

By Mr. James Eastburn—Owen’s History of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, Svo. New-York, re-printed, 1817. 

* * By a late alteration iri the Constitution of the American 
Bible Society, the stated meetings of the Board of Managers are to 
be held on the first ruunspay of every month. 








